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To the Generals , and Captains's Of- 
 ficers, and Souldiers of this preſent 7 
eArmy; The Fuſt and Equal appeal, 2 
| and the flate of the Innocent ( aiſe. 4 
us, who have been turned out of your 
eArmy for the exerciſe of onr pure {| 
Conſciences , Who are now perſecuted © 
amongſt our Brethren, under thename 


of Quakers, - wy 


Fa 


And this is an Invitation of Love to Jou all. 


W—\OR as much as we the Faithful Friends of this Come 
 mon-wealth , and well-wiſhers for the Peace and 

. good Government thereof, who have undergone 

; many great Dangers and hard Tryals,emd and ſore 
Battels ( with you ) for the purchaling Peace and Free- 
- dominteniporal and Spiritual Liberties in body and Spi- 
rit, to ourlelves, and-tothis whole Nation ;.. and hereby 
wedoteſtifie unto you in the fight of the Lord, andin the 
face of all people, That the firſt Cauſe and Ground of our 
engagement in the late Wars againft the Biſhops and Pre- 
lates, and againſt King and Lords, and the whole body of 
Oppreſſours; our firſt engagement we ſay againſt theſe , 
was juſtly and truly upon that account of purchaſing and 
obtaining. Liberties in Civil Rights,and alſo in matters of 
Conſcience in the exerciſe of the Worſhip of God gr; one 
| | A elves 


.F 


©. | eas Þ 
\ "Teives and others that were Gen bound under, and 
_ oppreſſed, by the uncrighteous Laws and-Injun&ions.;. 
and falſe Impofitions , heavily. and unjuſtly lying 

' Upon the ' tender Conſciences of many, when we 
firſt engaged in the Wars; and we can faithfully 
ſay, that the Liberty of Conſcience, and the true Free- 
dom of the Nations from all their oppreſſions , was the ; 
Mark at which weaimed , andthe Harbour.for which ve | 
hoped, 4 the reſt propoſed in our minds , as the abſo- 

Tute end onr long and tedious travel ; and in this cauſe, . 
and in theſe engagements we certainly know the Lord ap- 

eared with us, and for ns; and he owned us by evident 
Teſtimainy of his acceptance of our endeavours, in ap=- 
pearing for us in many and difficult ſeaſons and engage« [- 
ments-, infomuch that our .enemies were ſubdued before 
us, and many crnel bonds of oppefſiion were broken, ma- 
ny unjuſt Laws and Impoſitions upon peoples Conſciences 
were broken down;& the Lord carried us in a fair progreſs 
towards -the attaining of- our defired end, and we were - 
once made glad with the appearance of that fair blofſlome, 
and appearance of, fruit , even Liberty and Freedom: to 
this Nation from all her bondage, and that did more ſatis- 

_ fieus, as the reward of all our labours, then any earthly | 
advantage unto ourſelves ; and while this work proſpered ' 
towards the Freedom of tender Comfciences, we were ſa» _ 
tisfied.. But now alas, alas! weare forced to take up a | 
Lamentation, even for you, and for this whole Nation | 
Why ? © Becauſe the Canſe hath+been loſt, and the End '. *% 
diverteds$ -andall ourhopes have been turned backwards, l | 
and the end of onr travel- hath been made void; and as 

' forLiberty of Confcience, and the Freedom of theſe Na- 
tions, the bloſſome hath been long again withered ,. and 
grown dead, and oppreffion and falſe impoſitions doth 
yet weigh down the tender Conſciences under ſorrow 
and tribulations , and the bondage of this Nation is not 


remoyed, but eyenthe former ſlayery hath been again w 
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vived under another appearance, ſo that we may fit down 
and lament ; - yea, we have mournedalready in the =_ 


ſence of theſe things, and our hearts are even broken wit 


the conſideration hereof. 
Firſt, In reſpe& of you-we have mourned and lamen- 


ted, becauſe of your degeneration from your firſt princi- 
ples, and apoſtacy from the firſt good cauſe,the Cauſe hath 
been loft, and the Mark extinguiſhed, and Liberty of Con- 
ſcience hath been quite forgotten by you 3 even- for the 

rofits, honour and riches 0 this World, which have 
ſtolen away your hearts after them , and caufed youto 
forget your firſt engagement3 and eaten out the zeal and 
fincerity for God and his people, which once was in you. 
Alas!we have not ſeen this long while,that zeal among you 
which once there was, and.you have left off to.profecute 
that Noble Cauſe, which once your hearts were inflamed 


with love unto , and you have loft your dear refpe& unto 


the Cauſe of Gods people, anda deadneſs and barrenneſs 
have been upen.you; and you can now ſuffer them that 
fear the Lord , whoſeConſciences are tender to:God, to 
lyein Holes and Dungeons , and that their blood be ſhed, 
and take no notice; you can now ſutfer the cry of their 
oppreſſion to paſs by your ears, without the breaking of 
heart; and you can now ſuffer the poor Lambs -of Chriſt 
to be priſoned, and their goods ſpoiled by unrighteous 
men, and unjuſt Laws; and theſe things once you could 
not have done (weare witneſles ) you can now ſuffer the 
hainous oppreſſion of Tithes to lye upon the Conſciences 
of the Lordspeaple , and you can now ſuffer this unequal 


way of maintaining Minitters by caſting mens perſons in 


holes and priſons., and making havock of their goods, 
which once you could not have done , and you now can 
ſuffer -many innocent babes to be inhumanly whipped , 
and unjuſtly baniſhed; and much cruelty done untothem, 
(a ſad witneſs of this have been within theſe ſix years) and 


you now can {allow all this which once would not have 
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 * been reſented by you', bur even an on againft , and ab- 
borred by you and reje&ed 3 Oh / what is become of you; 
how we may lament you? whoſe zeal for God hath been 
periſhed,and who have made havockand loſs of that good 
Caule once intruſted with you , how have you negle&ed 
it, and turned to your own intereſts, and the Cauſe of 
God and his people hath nor long been vinaicated by you 
with that Efhfalneſ: which once it was ,, our hearts are 
melred and madeſad with the view of thele things, even 
when we look deeply into your degeneration, which you | 
arefallen into ; being ſwallcwed up with thedrofs of this 
Worlds enjoyments , and the good old Cauſe of Liberty 
it hath hardly appeared among you ; fo that we are 
ready to ſay , what is become of that Noble Spirit that 
once was amongſt you? and we cannot but lament for you 
m reſpe& of your own ſelves , for your Glory hath been 
fallen, and your Crown covered, and fincerity and zeal. 
for God you have been ſpoiledof by the betrayer ; and 
you have been deformed, and your beauty periſhed which 
once you were covered withal, and thisis come topals , 
becauſe you have turned to ſeck your own intereſt , and 
you have fitten down in the honour and pleaſures of this 
World, and have taken your reſt and eaſe before you had 
finiſhed the work for which you were ordained, and you 
had almoſt left the Nations to be overgrown again with 
Tyranny, Oppreſſion and Cruelty,even as it was before; ſo 
that becauſe of four degeneration the Nations and the up- 
right people groans under the heavy burden of grievous 
Bondayve,& becauſe of your Apoſtacy from your firſt Prin- 
ciples, and becauſe you were not faithful] to the end, even 
_ therefore are theſe things come to paſs; this unjuſtice upon 
ns,. and this opprefſion upon the Nations; and this we can-. 
nob but charge upon you, that you have proved unfaithful 

workmen in that good work ,. once put into your hands , 

and of it will the Lord require an account of you. 
| Sceondly , Again we do lament the Nations who = 
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tefr in ſlavery and bondage ; how ddth many oppreſſions Pf : 
abound, and how doth our Brethren the people of God | 
ſuffer cruel and hard things , what caſting into Priſons , 
Dungeons, Holes and Houſes of Corre&ion, even for 
righteouſneſs ſake, and becauſe they are followers of the 
Lamb;. how is their goods ſpoiled, and made a prey 
through the greedy, dumb, idle ſhepherds, that goes in 
Cains and balaams way , and are devourers of the flock ? 
you cannot be ignorant of theſe things, for the cry there- 
of within theſe few years hath reached through theWorld, 
and: the unjuſt ſuffering of Gods people hath reached to- 
Heaven; what oppreſlion by Tithes, and what oppreſſion - 
in the Laws doth abound , what cppreſſions are there a- 
bonnding through the Lawyers, and through unjuſt 
Judges 5 Even the whole Land mourns under it; and 
was 1t not in your hearts once to have Correfted and Re-- 
gulated all theſe things ? but becauſe of your unfaithful- 
neſs, oppreſſions remains, and you have left the burden of 
grievous bondage upon the poor innocent people of God. 
and you your ſelves have eſcaped the weight thereof, 
through the flatteries of men and this Worlds ho-- 
nour , Which: have turned the affliftions from your 
ſelves , and the poor people of God they bear the 
weight of your unfaithfulneſs, and your eye hath. 
ſeemed to be ſhut from the-opprefſions of the poor ,. 
and you have taken: no notice , but unto- your ac- 
compt, will the ſufferings of the Lords people be put 
in a great meaſure, in the day when God fall judge 
you , and when the Lord makes you ſenſible of rheſe- 
things, your own conſciences ſhall pierce you, and 
you ſhall cry; Oh ! what have wedone? and how have 
we been fallen? Wherefore out of our. dear and ten- 
derlove to thezleed of God amongſt you, that you may 
not utterly periſh, are we moved with one conſent to 
call upon you, to return to your firſt principles, and to: 
come out of this Worlds honour and renown which hath 
A G) almoſt: 
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* almoſtchoked you,” and _— out the good from amongſt 
you, and you haveleft the good cauſe to be deſpiſeg, and: 
the people of God tobe troden down, and your ownſelves 
are 1n no ſmall danger alſo, except you return to refpect 
the cauſe of-God, and his ſuffering people, and to mind 
. the freedom -and liberty of the Nations, and to ſtand up 
in the Lords power againſt their enemies ; wherefore be a- 
wakened and ſtirred up tolook unto the cauſe of the op- 
' prefled, and remove Tyranny, and Injuftice, and re- 
member tha tGods preſence was with you while yon were 
faithful co him, and when you loſt the power of -God, and 
declined the gcod cauſe of liberty,then you fell into ſnares 
your ſelves,and left the Lords people in bondage, and let 
up the old ſpirit of Tyrany over the nations,even to. your 
own perpetual danger, and if you yet return to the prin- 
 Cipal of God in your ſelves, zeal for God, and zeal for 
Righteouſneſs will yet ſtir in you, and the Lord may yet 

- recover you, and make you honourable; forwe believe 

there may be-yet ſomething to do for you, and if you 

come to the witnefle of:God m your hearts, and to fince- 

rity, you will ſeewhat-God requires of you, and from you, 

and if you befaithful tohis leading, he will therein be with 
you, and ſet you over your enemies. 


And as for us, wedo now declare, that not for any of- 


fence, orbreach of any Law Marſhal or Cive| , were we 
caſt out from .among you, but onely by the injuſtice of 
men for the exerciſe of our conſciences towards God; and 
when we came to receive the end of our long travel with 
you, to wit, liberty of our conſcience from God, then 
through the degeneration of your ſelves from your firſt 

rincipals did we ſuffer, who kept in faithfulnels.to the 
ber of our conſciences, and to our firſt od 
© could not reſpe& perſons, nor flatter men, nor let them 
- have Lordſhip over our conſciences, and becauſe of this 
onely, did we ſuffer among you the loſs of our places, 


and all that was dearunto ns, even for the exerciſe of our 
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were never otherwiſe minded,then to have ſtood in defence 
for the Nations againſt theirenemies and though they that 
caſt us out intended evil to us in theſe things} yet hath 
God turned it toour great good, and we are mare confir- 
md and ſtrengthened in the life and power of God,and 
brought to a Kingdom that is not of this World, and 
have peace and reſt in him over all che troubles and di- 
ſtra&tions and dangers whichis befallen you, through-your 
own Apoſtacy,-and we reſt contented in the habitation 
of peace , ſuffering patiently under all with our poor 
brethren, till the Lord ariſe and plead our cauſe againſt 
all our enemies; and our kingdom, and victory, and wet- 
pons are not from below, - but from Heaven, and out of 


. wars and ſtrife, are we come to the reſt for our ſouls, 


that is in God over all the troubles and deftra&ions that 
repmes.upon men, and our goverment 1s eſtabliſhed, and 

zur Kingdom cannot be touched, for they are not ſubjeCt 
to change ; yet neverthelefle, we as once fellow members, 
and fellow {ouldiers with you, in a good cauſe, and upon 
good engagements, wiſh well towards you in the Lord, 
and that you may ſhake off your bondage, and be renewed 


. out of 'your degeneration into the power and dominion 


which ſets you over all your & Gods enemies,caft off your 
bondage of. earthly enjoyments, let that be the leaſt in 
your account {though if you be faithful to the Lord, he 
will bleſs you with that alſo.) ; 

But rather ſeek the old foundation , which once was 
laid, though it hath long been fallen down, and te revi- 
vedin your hearts, and' follow juſtneſſe, and righteouſ- 
neſs, and purge your ſelves inwardly, and outwardly, 
and have the cauſe of God, andall that fear him in re- 
ſpe& before your eye,that you may obtain the defired end 
of freedom, and liberty from all oppreſſion, and wait up- 
on theLord for his counſel to lead you, and be at unity 


in your hearts, all ſecking the canſe of God, and none 
your 
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yonr own glory ; for if you IRE God in faithfulneſſe, 
then will he alſo honour you with truth and peace,and vi- 
Qory, your day is not yet wholly ſhut up, now while you 
have timepprize it, and letthe Lord work in you, andby 
you, andan ſecking the honour of God, andthe freedom 
of his people, and the liberty of theſe Nations, you have 
.our defires for you, and prayers that you may proſper,and 
FR Lord doth hear the faithful in what they defire of 
him. 
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The Nations cannot be ſettled in peace, nor receive 
the blefſing upon their goverment, while the juſt lies in 
.captivity, and the Servants of the Lord in priſon, 


